
Primary 6 & 7 

World War Two and ‘The Holocaust’ 

This term the senior class has been studying the Holocaust. This difficult 

subject was approached through the subject of Anne Frank’s diary.  

The pupils enjoyed watching a series of programmes related to the Frank 

family’s period in hiding during the latter half of World War Two. Each 

programme provided lots of ideas for discussion and allowed plenty of  

opportunity to empathise with the characters. The pupils also carried out 

some paired research on the subject, using the I-pads to access relevant 

websites; each group chose to present their findings in different ways, 

some through a Power-point presentation, others via posters or booklets.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

The topic was rounded off by watching ‘The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas’, 

which once again promoted some mature discussion and made the             

children consider historical facts and their impact on society.  

The purpose of this overview is to give parents and carers an             

indication (‘Snapshots’) of some of the activities pupils have                  

participated in to develop a knowledge and understanding of the world 

around them and to develop necessary skills and qualities. 

You will appreciate that pupils participate in many more activities than 

those listed, for example, very few, if any, of the literacy and numeracy 

activities undertaken are mentioned. 

However, development of literacy and numeracy skills remain at the 

heart of our school curriculum. 

Term 3— 2014/15 



 Persuasive writing: 

The focus for language this term has been persuasive texts. The pupils have had the 

opportunity to engage in some debates about a variety of subjects, such as: 

 ‘Should children have to wear school uniform?’ 

 ‘Are zoos cruel?’ 

‘Are the children of today unfit and overweight?’ 

We have looked closely at the features of a piece of discursive writing and the children 

have been encouraged to see both sides of the argument as well as ensuring that they 

base their arguments on researched facts.  

Continuing our Persuasive writing unit, we went on to produce some leaflets giving 

information about school dinners. Once again we studied the criteria closely: 

• Use of bold graphics and exclamation marks for emphasis 

• Rhetorical questions designed to make the reader think 

• Fact-based research  

• Emotive language aimed to grab the reader’s attention 

• Exaggeration and repetition 

Further work on this genre of writing will continue next term when we go on to look 

at advertising and the media. 

 

Our Community 

As part of our ‘Eco-Flag’ initiative, the pupils of P6/7 have been carrying out Litter 

Surveys around the school. The results were not good, with the majority of litter being 

found on the playing field. Consequently, the pupils decided to take action and wrote 

some very persuasive letters to the Council, requesting that a litter bin should be              

installed at the top end of the field. We shall wait and see if their letters prove to be 

effective. 

Following on from this, we are planning to have a village ‘tidy-up’ next term. It has 

been scheduled for the afternoon of Sports Day (Monday 18th May); the more helpers 

we have the better, so please come along and help us in getting Drumlithie litter-free! 

 

French 

This term the children have been learning how to describe the weather in French. 

They have made some very effective weather dials and have daily practice in saying 

the phrases. 

 In the latter half of the term, they performed a small French play entitled ‘Le Petit      

Elephant’.  They worked in small groups, taking different parts and acting out the 

story for the younger classes. This gave them all a chance to speak out confidently in  



 

front of an audience, giving                      

opportunities for improving reading and 

speaking skills.  

Many thanks to Mrs Sharon Singer, who 

very kindly volunteered to come along to 

help the class with this, reading through 

the play script and helping them with 

correct pronunciation. 

 

RME 

As part of our studies about Christianity, the seniors 

were lucky to get a visit to St. John’s Church in 

Drumlithie. The minister gave them an interesting talk 

about the parts of the church and different forms of 

worship.   

 

 

 

PE 

The class were delighted to get 4 weeks of hockey 

coaching led by Scott McNab, a development officer 

and member of Stonehaven hockey club. They were 

able to improve their skills at dribbling, tackling and 

controlling the ball. 

 

 

Science 

P6/7 began the term looking at the concept of friction. After creating their own                      

vehicles during a k’nex challenge the children choose one to carry out an experiment to 

investigate how friction affects motion.  They used different materials to determine 

which one created the most/least friction. The class thoroughly enjoyed carrying out the 

experiment, especially going outside to create the ramp for the car to roll down. 

 

The class then moved on to look at electricity.  The pupils were extremely keen on this 

topic and could not wait to be hands on with the different electrical equipment.  The 

majority of the children picked up easily all the different names of the components, 

could match them to their symbols and in a matter of minutes were making simple  



circuits to light up a bulb. Following lessons saw the children light up two bulbs, sound 

buzzers, create circuits with switches and use motors.  They were also set the challenge 

of creating different switches for a purpose (i.e. for a doorbell or light bulb). Finally the                

children carried out experiments on different materials/objects to see which ones would 

conduct electricity and which ones were insulators. 
 

Literacy 

Using the DVD ‘Haunted House’ and a short spooky story as a stimulus the children were 

set the task of writing their own spooky stories. Using various techniques to create                      

suspense and draw their readers in the class produced some fantastic stories. 

Once complete the children worked in small groups to create trailers for their spooky 

stories.  Using the ‘imovie’ app on the ipad, pupils used photos, video clips and special   

effects to create trailers which we all thoroughly enjoyed making, taking part in and 

watching! 
 

Maths 

In addition to numeracy work, Term 3 saw the children beginning to look at the topic of 

data handling.  This included statistics, how to present data and interpret it.  The class 

will continue with this topic into term 4. 

Sponsored Walk 

Our annual sponsored walk also took place 

this term.   We stayed local this year and 

managed to raise a great amount for our 

school and our chosen charity (ARCHIE). 
 

Mr Baddeley 

We were delighted to have the opportunity to have Mr Baddely in again this 

year. He came to show the children a variety of experiments that explain what 

will happen when climate changes and how weather works. The children saw 

experiments on the greenhouse effect, global warming, lightening and making 

clouds. It was a fantastic afternoon and the children were engaged throughout. 
 

Katrina Candy 

The author Katrina Candy came in on World Book Day to read her beautiful book Stag 

Munro’s Golden Encounter. The children loved hearing her read this. After she discussed 

how and why she wrote the book, the children also had the opportunity to ask her      

questions, which she answered in detail. She also took some tweed and card for the             

children to make their own gamekeeper. 

 

Ways to support your child at home: 

Please remind your child to use capital letters in their writing. Perhaps because of         

  texting, the P6/7 pupils need constant reminders about using capital letters for names. 

 

 


