
Primary 6 & 7 

Second World War - History 

This term the senior class having been finding out all about WW2 and the 

impact it had on the Home Front. Although a serious subject matter, the 

pupils really seem to have enjoyed discovering more 

about why the war started in the first place and 

which countries became involved. Topics studied 

have included: 

 Hitler and the Nazi party 

 Evacuation 

 The Blitz 

 Air Raid Shelters 

 Blackout 

 Rationing 

 

Classwork has been varied and cross-curricular. There have been many 

opportunities for: 

 Map-work (eg. labelling countries invaded by Germany, looking on a 

world map to discover where food was produced and the impact of 

submarine missiles)  

  Group and individual research using a variety of sources (the pupils 

really enjoy using our new I-pads for this purpose) 

  Art and design (paintings of the ‘Blitz’, models of Anderson shelters, 

as well as a life-size one in the corridor, gas-masks) 

The purpose of this overview is to give parents and carers an             

indication (‘Snapshots’) of some of the activities pupils have                  

participated in to develop a knowledge and understanding of the world 

around them and to develop necessary skills and qualities. 

You will appreciate that pupils participate in many more activities than 

those listed, for example, very few, if any, of the literacy and numeracy 

activities undertaken are mentioned. 

However, development of literacy and numeracy skills remain at the 

heart of our school curriculum. 
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 War-time posters containing famous slogans (eg. ‘Make do and Mend’) 

 Poetry-writing (pupils wrote ‘opposite’ poems entitled ‘War’ and ‘Peace’) 

 Cookery (baking carrot cookies, using a war-time recipe) 

 Drama (reading a war-time play and acting it out) 

 Language work (evacuee letters, war-time menus, annotated diagrams, fact files 

of famous people) 

 Music (singing old war-time favourites, such as ‘We’ll Meet Again and ‘Run             

Rabbit Run’) 
 

Visitors/Trips 

We have been lucky to have two visitors into school to help with our 

Project. First of all many thanks to Mrs Alex Purvis, who came in to tell 

us all about Edward’s Grandad who was in the RAF during WW2. Mrs 

Purvis brought in a variety of interesting artefacts and memorabilia to 

show the class, and these are now part of our display in the classroom. 

Thanks to everybody else who sent in objects such as gas masks, letters, 

magazines, bullets etc. We have a fantastic array of items, which has 

allowed us to create a class ‘museum’ corner and has certainly helped enhance the 

children’s understanding of life 70 years ago. 

 

Mr Paterson (Aberdeen Urban Studies Centre) 

On Wednesday 17th September, Alan Paterson came 

into school for the morning to deliver a fascinating 

WW2 Workshop. Pupils were divided into small 

groups and rotated around each work station,        

finding out information from photographs,            

documents, audio recordings etc. related to life  

during war-time. Mr Paterson also presented a Power Point presentation showing 

pictures of buildings damaged in Aberdeen during the war. It was interesting for the 

pupils to realise that the bombs did not just fall in London, but were actually much 

closer to home.   

This workshop was followed up by a visit to Aberdeen last week (3rd 

October). Mr Paterson led us through some streets to show the           

children some remaining evidence of life during the war (such as 

missing railings, tram ‘roses’ on buildings etc.). This culminated in 

visiting an actual concrete air-raid shelter which is still standing in a 



back garden. The children were excited to be allowed into the shelter, where they sat 

and listened to a sound recording of an air-raid to make it seem more authentic.  

Gordon Highlander’s Museum 

The pupils thoroughly enjoyed their visit; it was a busy morning 

involving three different activities. There was plenty of                 

opportunity to dress up in uniforms belonging to the regiment, 

as well as carrying out research to find out the identity of a 

‘mystery’ soldier who had been a Private in the Gordon               

Highlander’s during World War Two.  
 

Conflict 

Throughout the term P6/7 have been exploring the theme of conflict and all the varying 

ways that it can occur. Pupils have looked at conflict within themselves, with other peo-

ple and conflicts  across the world. 

Pupils have responded maturely and sensitively when learning about children who are 

affected by conflict in other parts of the world.  Landmine victims, Child soldiers and 

Refugees were the main focus of study.  Children were keen to learn about this topic and 

approached each task sensitively and with 

enthusiasm.  Activities included: 

 Note taking 

 Outdoor role play 

 Debating 

 Creating Portraits and bringing them to 

life with ‘Photo Talk’ 

 Diary writing 

 Storyboarding 

We have also been working closely with the 

charity ‘War Child’ who have provided us with 

resources and with whom we hope to have an 

online presentation from shortly. 

 

 

Literacy - Conflict 

The theme of conflict is continued in our literacy work.  The class have been studying the 

Michael Morpurgo novel ‘Born to Run’ which sees characters face and deal with different 



conflicts throughout. The class have carried out various different tasks to explore the 

book in more detail and have a very good understanding of the storyline, characters and 

the links with conflict.  Pupils have been enjoying the story and are always keen to carry 

on reading to see what will happen next. 

 

Maths 

In addition to numeracy work, P6/7 have been extending their knowledge on area and 

perimeter this term.  They have learned and used formulas to calculate the area of           

different shapes and are confident when calculating perimeters of various shapes. 

They also began to look at money which will be continued in term 2. 

“The Railway Children”  

The whole school enjoyed the above show. This review is 

by a Caitlin: 

M&M Productions presented us a play called: ’The Rail-

way Children’ on 3rd September. It was excellent!  They all 

had lovely singing voices. The three children were called 

Phyllis, Bobby and Peter. There were only four actors and they played several parts very 

well. They changed scenes cleanly and also used excellent props. They stuck some hu-

mour in too which made it funny. It was a brilliant play. I would watch it again; it has in-

spired me to read the book. 

Review by Caitlin (P7) 

 

 

How you can support your child at home 

 Continue to practise the times tables. Particular attention should be paid to the 

6, 7, 8 and 9 times tables. 

 Help them to learn their song words for the school concert. 

 Encourage them to continue to read for enjoyment at home. 

 


