
Primary 4 & 5 

Language  

This term we have been learning 

about the fantasy genre. We have 

been writing our own stories. We 

have learned how to include             

fantasy characters and fantasy 

lands in writing tasks and came up 

with some very inventive ideas. The 

children watched a fantasy film, discussed the genre, worked individually 

and in groups to further develop their own understanding. They then 

worked individually on their plans and went on to write their own fantasy 

stories. They really enjoyed this unit and had some excellent discussion. 

They showed enthusiasm throughout this. 

We have also been continuing to develop our knowledge in reading by 

working on our book detectives. This has helped the children develop their 

knowledge in the books read within their reading groups.  

 

The class continued with the Active Literacy and are enjoying the task set. This 

term they have learnt about the different types of speech. The class worked in 

small groups and have created their own play scripts. 

 

The purpose of this overview is to give parents and carers an             

indication (‘Snapshots’) of some of the activities pupils have                  

participated in to develop a knowledge and understanding of the world 

around them and to develop necessary skills and qualities. 

You will appreciate that pupils participate in many more activities than 

those listed, for example, very few, if any, of the literacy and numeracy 

activities undertaken are mentioned. 

However, development of literacy and numeracy skills remain at the 

heart of our school curriculum. 

Term 3— 2014/15 



Maths 

We have been working hard on division and             

fractions this term, finishing off with revision of all 

operations to consolidate our learning.  We have 

been taking part in class and group and individual 

learning. We have worked practically, making our 

own fraction games, cutting and folding paper to 

make fractions and quizzing each other. We have also been working in stations, using 

ICT, mental  recall and playing fraction games. We have shown our knowledge through 

presentation and jotter work. 

The class has also been practising telling the time. They enjoyed looking at TV guides 

and working out how long programmes are on for. The class will continue to practise 

this next term. We have also been looking at 3D shapes and their properties. The class 

have also had a look at nets and made 3D shapes using a range of materials. We have 

started looked at 2D shapes and will continue to do so next term.   
 

Robert Burns 

The children researched Robert Burns to find out about his 

background. We developed our knowledge in many ways 

however they particularly enjoyed researching on the Ipads 

and discussing with the class the different facts they found 

out about him. We watched an informative programme 

about him and his poetry and the children felt this helped 

them understand some of his poems better. We then went on to learn about the 

translations of one of his poems. They also made a display for Scots Poetry day, where 

the finalists  presented their poems.  
 

Topic 

This term the children have been enjoying learning about             

climate and the differences between countries. We have made 

our own weather stations and taken records of our own 

weather, while looking at the difference in weather in              

different countries. We have also been drawing bar graphs to 

show rainfall and how it can affect different areas. We had 

group discussions about different climates and how it can 

change and were  particularly lucky to have Mr Baddeley in to the school to have an 

afternoon of weather experiments. 



 

Mr Baddeley 

We were delighted to have the opportunity to have Mr Baddely in 

again this year. He came to show the children a variety of                       

experiments that explain what will happen when climate changes 

and how weather works. The children saw experiments on the 

greenhouse effect, global warming, lightening and making clouds. It 

was a fantastic afternoon and the children were engaged                 

throughout. 

Katrina Candy 

The author Katrina Candy came in on World Book Day to read her beautiful book Stag 

Munro’s Golden Encounter. The children loved hearing her read this. After she discussed 

how and why she wrote the book, the children also had the opportunity to ask her 

questions, which she answered in detail. She also took some tweed and card for the  

children to make their own gamekeeper. 

 

Science week 

As part of science week the class were offered the opportunity to go 

to Satrosphere and take part in their renewable energy workshops. 

The class had a short lecture about renewable and how it can be 

used. We were all surprised to learn that salt water is a source of 

power. The next workshop was about exploring for oil. The children 

worked in small groups drilling for oil and they soon realised that it is an expensive business to be 

in.   The final workshop was working with Kenex and building a wind powered car. The cars were 

then raced to see whose went furthest and if we could beat the other 3 schools that were also 

visiting. We came joint first with Boddam Primary. 

To end science week the P5s took part in a workshop by Generation 

Science. The children were shown how to programme a Lego Mindstorm 

Robot.The children had to programme the robot to move forwards, 

backwards and turn. They were set challenges which progressively got 

harder and included obstacles to navigate round. The final challenge was 

to get the robots to dance.    

 

PE 

This term the class has been improving their badminton skills. They were keen to show off their 

new skills and taking part in tournaments in the class. A small group of P4s went to Stonehaven 

to take part in a badminton tournament. The class also had golf lessons from the Active School 

Co-ordinator.  



 

China 

This term we have looked at China. We spent time learning about Chinese New Year and 

presented a short assembly to rest of the school. They have also looked at school life and 

farming in China. The class have learnt how to draw dragons, write their names in            

Chinese, lanterns and painted Chinese vases. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sponsored Walk 

Our annual sponsored walk also took place this term.   We stayed local this year and 

managed to raise a great amount for our school and our chosen charity (ARCHIE). 

 

Ways to support your child at home: 

 Continue to practice times tables 

 Practice fractions and the language of fractions 

 Quiz each other about the sound for that week 

 Discuss interesting words and their meanings in books and magazines 

 Discuss the weather and different climates if you are on holiday in different countries, 

or look at the weather forecasts in different countries in the paper 

 

 

 

 

 

 


